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Ribbon Cutting ceremony scheduled at D&H Rail-Trail

Forest City PA, Sept. 9, 2006 A ribbon-cutting ceremony will be held September 23 to celebrate the official opening of a 10-miles stretch of newly renovated D&H Rail-Trail in Susquehanna County.

This is the first section of the 32-mile D&H Rail-Trail to be given a face-lift – work that began in October 2005. Plans are to continue with trail improvements in ten-mile increments until the entire trail, which begins in Lackawanna County and ends in Susquehanna County, is complete.

The ceremony will begin at 9:30 a.m. at the Forest City Trailhead, Route 247, Industrial Park. Those attending will hear from PennDOT and PA Dept. of Conservation & Natural Resources representatives, and the Rail-Trail Council president. Congressman Don Sherwood is expected to give a special announcement relating to Northeast Pennsylvania Urban & Community Forestry grant dollars for both Forest City Borough and the D&H Rail-Trail.

Bikers of all ages and abilities are encouraged to attend and are invited to try out the new and improved trail around 10 a.m. Jane Fry will lead young and inexperienced riders, teaching the basics of trail etiquette.  Other groups will proceed at quicker paces.  A ‘walk for your health’ presentation & walk will begin at 11 a.m. Ed Golecki, a yoga & fitness expert will lead stretches, discuss walking techniques and emphasize breathing. A leisurely “walk & talk” will also be held, discussing railroad and mining history.  Bernie McGurl of the Lackawanna River Corridor Association will lead the stroll taking a look at historical remnants and environmental consequences.

The event will also feature several informational booths, including the Lackawanna County chapter of the Pennsylvania Advocates for Nutrition & Activity. Penn State Cooperative Extension, and CMC Community Health Education.  Healthy drinks and snacks will be available.

Renovations to the D&H Rail-Trail include extensive drainage improvements, trail grading and resurfacing, installation of access control gates, fencing, road crossings and regulatory signage.

The event is sponsored by the Rail-Trail Council of Northeastern Pennsylvania, a non-profit grass roots organization with a mission to renew the region’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to use.

For more information on the Council or on the ribbon cutting ceremony, call 570-785-7245.

