
Rail-Trail 
Construction 
Back on Track
The ten-mile D&H Rail-Trail construction project
was held up by another worthwhile project in the
Forest City area. The Lackawanna River Basin
Sewer Authority is replacing a sewer main under
the railbed with a much larger pipe. Renovations
to nearby Clinton Township Sewer Treatment 
plant will help to eliminate the problems with
combined sewage overflows (CSOs). Installation of
the larger sewer main under approximately one
mile of railbed should begin this summer. In order
to allow this project to get underway and not 
interfere with our resurfacing, the Rail-Trail
Council canceled its planned spring construction.

Trail construction should now begin in the early
Fall at the northern end of the railbed in Herrick
Center. Plans include work to Route 374 just to the

east of the trail crossing. The road will be reduced in height in order to increase the sight distance. Trail
users will be able to see in both directions before crossing the road. Trail crossing signs will warn traffic
and the pavement will be painted for the trail crossing.

As trail construction heads in a southward direction, drainage improvements, trail grading and resurfacing,
gate and sign installation will occur. The project will encompass around ten miles from Herrick Center at
Route 374 to just below Forest City at the ‘concrete-deck’ bridge. It is hoped that the construction project
will finish up before winter sets in.

Trail plans are available for inspection at the Rail-Trail office in Forest City. Bids will be opened publicly
on August 4th at 2:30. The project will be awarded to the lowest qualified bidder at that time.

Please check the Rail-Trail website for updates and trail section closings during construction.
See www.nepa-rail-trails.org

Rail-Trail News
The Rail-Trail Council of Northeast Pennsylvania is dedicated to renewing Northeast Pennsylvania’s historic pathways as recreational trails for all to enjoy.
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J U LY 2 8  
Rail-Trail Dinner/Meeting.
All welcome! Gravity Inn,
Waymart. 6 pm dinner, 
7 pm meeting

A U G U S T  4 ,  5 ,  6  
Forest City Old Home Week.
Visit the Rail-Trail booth for
blueberries & ice cream.
New location across from
Borough Hall.

N O  A U G U S T  M E E T I N G

S E P T E M B E R  2 2  
Rail-Trail Dinner/Meeting.
All welcome! Ben Mar
Restaurant, Carbondale. 
6 pm dinner, 7 pm 
meeting.

O C T O B E R  2 7  
Rail-Trail Dinner/Meeting.
All welcome! Beacon
Restaurant, Union Dale

C A L E N D A R



Rail-Trail Honors Friends of Trail 
The Rail-Trail Council of NE PA honored the volunteer efforts put
forth by individuals who have assisted in the growth and develop-
ment of the D&H Rail-Trail and the Council. This year’s winners were
guests of honor at a dinner meeting of the Council at 6 PM, April 28th
at The Corner Bistro, Carbondale.

The Member Award was given to Dennis Favello of Union Dale, who
has volunteered his graphic design expertise to help redesign the
RTC newsletter. The’ clean and green’ new look of the newsletter has
been admired by many.

The Friend of the Trail Award was given to Joe Vargo, of Simpson. Joe
has taken care of the Simpson trailhead entrance for many years. He
has fixed the broken gate numerous times and keeps the RT office
informed of problems in the area.

Another Friend of the Trail Award recognized Dave and Carla
Stackhouse of Forest City. They have maintained the Erie Street D&H
trail entrance for many years. They have cut the grass around a land-
scaped area and around the railroad station sign.

Two Special Service Awards were given this year. One is to the
Clifford Girl Scout Troop #281, who organized a trail cleanup from
start to finish in the Union Dale area. Bethany Zablotsky, Elizabeth
Haley,Valerie Maciuska, and Nancy Acker are to be commended for
their initiatives.

Another Special Service Award was given to two brothers, who volun-
teered three consecutive Sundays to assist in the decking of a railroad
bridge in the Brandt trail area. Christopher and Gregory Reed of
Honesdale are members of the NEPA Sno-Trails who did much of the
work on this bridge.

The President’s Award was given to Tom Frost, Jr. of Nicholson, a long-
time board member of the RTC and its secretary for the past six
years. Tom has been an active volunteer in all RTC events and
fundraisers since the inception of the Council in 1991, over fourteen
years ago. The Council recognizes Tom’s excellent job at keeping the
RT minutes, with his attention to detail. Tom is well known for his
dedication to biking and his convictions of biker’s rights.

The Rail-Trail Council truly appreciates all its volunteers and their
efforts put forth to help develop the trail system and advance the
cause of the Rail-Trail Council.

Thanks to Camp Volunteers!
Campers and counselors from Camp Ramah, Lake Como,Wayne
County are taking time from their busy schedules to volunteer on the
D&H Trail. Around a dozen youths will assist in the sprucing up of the
D&H trailheads for three afternoons this summer. They will also assist
the Lackawanna River Corridor Association in various projects.

NEW MEMBERS

Helen & Robert Dannecker, Owego NY
Dr. & Mrs. Fitzpatrick, Dalton PA
Edwin & Florence Decker, Clifford PA
Mary L. Boyle, Conklin NY
Mark C. Walsh, Highland Lakes NJ
Maryann & Gordon Young, Alexandria, VA
Danielle Catalano, Dryden NY
Andrew Baron/Joan Carey, La Plume PA
Greg Sperduto/Jefferson Trailside Inn, Thompson PA
Roger Homeyer, Hamlin PA
Mike Jacobs, Kingston PA
Fred DeSanto, Pittston Twp. PA
Thomas D. Gibson, Lewisburg PA
Robert A. Polednak, Forest City PA

LIFETIME MEMBER

James & Denise Kilgore, Starrucca PA 

RENEWING MEMBERS

Evelyn Pantzar, Forest City PA
Robert Strong, Melrose Farm, Susquehanna PA
Margery P. Dixon, Chatham NJ
Frank & Marney Roia, Thompson PA
John Marx, Scranton PA
Charles Rauch, Wantagh NY
Arlene Travis, Starrucca PA
Reed Grosvenor, Peckville PA
Mary F. Beautz, Forest City PA
Cathy & David Maxey, Gladwyne PA
Ted Daniels, Greenfield Twp. PA
Richard H. Lane, Woodbridge NJ
John & Sandra Kugler, Springtown PA
Ann & Joe Cherney, Starlight PA
Floyd Schnakenberg, Honesdale PA
Francis Chesnick, Utica NY
M/M J. Dixon Earley, Camp Hill PA
James Clayton, Thompson PA
Carl & Mary Pucul, Vandling PA
William Polny, Wapwallopen PA
David Byman, Clarks Summit PA
Charles Culnane, Wilmington PA
Frank R. Currier, Keyport NJ
Gerald & Kathleen Franceski, Union Dale PA
Christina H. Fehlner, Moscow PA
Margaret & George Balunas, Herrick Ctr. PA
Alphonse Chesnick, Kearny NJ
Dan & Diane Kimberly, Susquehanna PA
Edward Timinskas, Mechanicsburg PA
Dave & Micki Lukens, Union Dale PA
F. Warren Breig, Jr., Dalton PA
Barbara Turock, Dickson City PA
Lyle & Marge Cunningham, South Gibson PA
JoAnn & Fritz Hall, Carbondale PA
Peter & Marian Borick, Herrick Ctr. PA
Raymond Archibald, Scranton PA
Tom DeMatteo, Moscow PA
Frank Zebrowski, Waymart PA
Alfred C. Jacobsen, Honesdale PA
John Bruns, Susquehanna PA
Thomas & Carol Chesnick, Forest City PA



Join Us at Forest City Old Home Week
For Forest City Old Home Week the Rail-Trail Council
will again be serving our specialty: vanilla ice cream
topped with fresh picked blueberries. Our booth 
will be located across from the Borough building, in
front of the former Cartree building. This is a new 
location…closer to the heart of the celebration.
We will also have RT maps & brochures, T-shirts,
baseball caps and other items.Visit our booth and
other vendors, Thursday, Friday, Saturday (August 4, 5,
and 6) from noon till dark.

Membership Renewal Form
Please renew! The date on the mailing label on the reverse indicates when your membership expires.
l Lifetime/Founding $500 l Call me to discuss a corporate donation.
l Patron/Sponsor $250 l Our group would like a slide presentation.
l Club/Organization $100 l I am available for trail cleanups.
l Family $25 l Send me an RTC brochure.
l Individual $15 
l Senior/Student $10 

N A M E P H O N E  N U M B E R

S T R E E T  A D D R E S S E - M A I L  A D D R E S S

C I T Y S T A T E Z I P

Make checks payable to Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.O. Box 123, Forest City, PA 18421-0123 Phone: 570-785-7245 E mail: tccrail@epix.net

William & Alice Burrell, Carbondale PA
Henry & Shirley Tusar, Forest City PA
Ann Pietroban, Greentown PA
Dennis Favello, Union Dale PA
Donna Caputo, Clifford PA
James & Lucille McKane, Archbald PA
Nadine & David Hogan, Binghamton NY
Jack Fries, Vandling PA
Patricia Tingley, New Milford PA
Edward Giombetti, Jessup PA
Joseph Kulinski, Forest City PA
Marian Franceski, Forest City PA
Jane M. Varcoe, Waymart PA
Kurt Grabfelder, Clarks Summit PA
Robert Burshnick, Forest City PA
Donald E. Welsch, Scranton PA
Andrew Bolak, Simpson PA
Mary Jo Hart, Thompson PA
James Hill, Waymart PA
Thomas J. Mizianty, Waymart PA
Doug & Betsy Frey, Carbondale PA
Beth Gallagher, Scranton PA
John, Dave, Amy, John Morris, Simpson PA
Carole Motsko, Thompson PA
Linda Scott, Honesdale PA
Albert & Jacqueline Harcar, Susquehanna PA
Gale Hamilton/Mary Barlow, Hop Bottom PA
John & Dottie Niles, Carbondale PA
William Mamber, Lakewood PA
James & Louise Barbaretta, Plymouth Mtg,PA
Romayne Roman, Dunmore PA
Willard & Gail Sickles, Dalton PA
Jeffrey O’Hara, Carbondale PA
NEP Sno-Trails, Inc., Forest City PA
Michael Bernarsky, Simpson PA
Ed Chaplin & Susan Ensley, Starrucca PA
Bob Hunter, Union Dale PA
Emil & Donna Buatti, Bartonsville PA
Peter Franke, Souderton PA
Mr. & Mrs. C.O. Frederick, New York NY
Thelma Lowry, Forest City PA
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Volunteers Needed

Blueberry pickers needed
August 2 & 3.
No experience necessary.

Ice Cream servers needed
August 4, 5, 6. Will train.

Please call the office at 
570-785-7245 or email
tccrail@epix.net if you have
any time to spare prior to
and during Old Home Week.

Rail-Trail Council of Northeast PA
P.O. Box 123
Forest City, PA 18421-0123
tccrail@epix.net
Return Service Requested

Cathy & Bob Guzzi, Clarks Summit PA
Doris & Ottto Hetrick, Trevose PA
Nick Venturella, Susquehanna PA
Bob & Terri Segerstrom, Bridgewater NJ
Frederick C. Lally, Nicholson PA
Ben Terry, Pleasant Mount PA
Joseph & Marie Dragwa, Simpson PA
Gail Mardfin, Bernardsville NJ
William & Romayne Kerl, Simpson PA
Tom Frost, Jr., Nicholson PA
John C. Haas, Villanova PA
David Heim, Hawley PA
Pat & Tom Williamson, Union Dale PA
Eugene & Janet Warden, The Villages, FL
Lori Sibio/Lisa Ross, Union Dale PA
Jon Villaume, Narbeth PA
Blanche Spielman, Starrucca PA
Rollin & Patricia Tingley, New Milford PA
Ellie & Pete Axford, Scranton PA
Louise Anderson, Carbondale PA
Linda Newberry, Jermyn PA
Felix & Mary Prezelski, Forest City PA
Tri-County Sportman Association, Forest City PA
Keith & Theresa Buhl, Rahway NJ
John Blodnikar, Forest City PA
G. David Wagner & Patricia Sperling, Moscow PA
Steve & Meg Suraci, Union Dale PA
Ed Michalski, Archbald PA
Craig & Carol Benson, Thompson PA
Bob Cederquist Family, Wayne PA
Galli Podboy, Browndale PA
Steve Stroman, Harrisburg
William & Barbara Connor, Union Dale PA
Gail & Wade Rendle, Nicholson PA

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

Nancy & Bruce Ross, Union Dale PA
Mary Felley, Dalton PA


